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DEFIANT HAL BARI SURE PUTS TOTAL SALT on HIS 
BIG-MAC and SALAD. By CHOICE, HIS ACUTE LIPID 
ANZ FATS MUST IMPACT HIS ALIVE HEART. FLUENT 
GESICA BARI WHAS UPSET WITH HERS LIPID LIFE. 
U-CARE so STOP IT. WHAT MITI CARDIAC REGRESS 
can PROTECT and SAVE HIS and HERS HART--TRUST 
and ACCEPT SMART, VALID RISC REDUCT to PRE- 
VENT and VANQWISH DISTRESS and DEATH. HELP, 
ACHIEVE, ANS SAVE AVID, AMIABLE LIFE WITH 
GUSTO, HOPE, PEACE, RADIANCE, SPIRIT and QUIET. 
The popularity of the clinical trial in cardiology has brought 
with it an unforeseen problem--a proliferation of acronyms. 
Although these labels may well make it easier to identify 
Address for corresoondence: William W. Parmley, MD, Editor-in-Chief, 
Journal of the American College of Cardiology, 415 Judah Street, San Francisco, 
California 94122. 
particular trials, they are often complex and not completely 
intuitive. Frequently, they appear in the title of an article 
without definition, or they refer to another language and are 
not easily transliterated for English (ALKK, Arbeitsgemein- 
schaft Leitender Kardiologischer K ankenhausfirzte, forexam- 
ple). Occasionally they are built not on the first letters of the 
words they refer to, but on the third, fourth or even last letters 
(as in ACCESS, A Comparison of perCutaneous Entry Sites 
for coronary angioplasty). Readers, investigators and archivists 
may find the enigmatic collection of acronyms to be a hopeless 
puzzle, especially because ach new trial brings a new and 
usually more creative acronym. In the following special article, 
Dr. Tsung O. Cheng has compiled an up-to-date list of 
acronyms from the cardiovascular literature as a resource for 
readers of the Journal. An earlier version of this list appeared 
in 1992 in the American Journal of Cardiology, and we are 
grateful to Dr. William C. Roberts for allowing us to build on it. 
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